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Status 

1 )^ Responsive to communication(s) filed on 14 November 2005 . 
2a )□ This action is FINAL. 2b)|3 This action is non-final. 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 11, 453 O.G. 213. 
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6) |EI Claim(s) 1^ is/are rejected. 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Information Disclosure Statement 

The information disclosure statement has been reviewed by the examiner 
Drawings 

The drawings have been approved by the examiner. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

1 . The following is a quotation of 35 U.S. C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or 
described as set forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject 
matter sought to be patented and the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole 
would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person having ordinary 
skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived 
by the manner in which the invention was made. 

2. Claims 1, 2, and 6 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 

Morgan et al (3, 714, 619). 

3. Considering claim 1, Morgan et al teaches "at least one hole in the bracket and a washer 
fitted between the head of the fastening device and the bracket [Figure 4], characterized in that 
the hole (7) in the bracket (1) is circular [The shape of Morgan et al is capable of being circular.], 

that the washer has a circular, plateau-shaped part (9) in a first plane [Morgan et al does not 
explicitly teach a plateau on the washer; however, it is old and well known in the art that washers 
have this kind of raised structure], with a diameter equal to the diameter of the hole (7) [The 
washer in Morgan et al is capable of being equal diameter of the hole and likewise, if the washer 
of Morgan et al had a "plateau" it would be capable of being placed in the hole. Figure 4] and 
fitted rotatably in the hole (7), and a siirrounding ring-shaped part (5) with a larger diameter in a 



Application/Control Number: 10/556,442 Page 3 

Art Unit: 3632 

second plane resting on the bracket (1), and in that the washer is provided with an oblong hole 
(3) in the circular plateau part. [Morgan et al does not exphcitly teach a washer with an oblong 
hole. However, it would been obvious to one skilled in the art to have a washer with an oblong 
hole because it is a matter of design choice and the applicant has not persuasively demonstrated 
the utility of an oblong hole verses a circular hole.] 

4. Considering claim 2, Morgan et al is capable of having "the oblong hole (3) has a length 
that is equal to the diameter of the circular part (9)." [Figure 4] 

5. Considering claim 6, Morgan et al is teaches "at least two fastening devices . . . circular 

parts (9; 10) of the washers are placed in the holes (7;8) of the mounting bracket, that a fastening 
device is fitted through the oblong hole (3;4) [The washers are capable of having oblong holes] 
. . ., that the ring-shaped parts (5;6) are rotated with respect to both fastening devices during 
alignment of the bracket (1) to its desired position, until the oblong holes (3; 4) permit free 
passage of the shanks of the fastening devices, whereupon the fastening devices are tightened in 
order to maintain the aligned position of the bracket (1)." [Figure 4] 

6. Claims 3, 4, and 5 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Morgan et al (3, 714, 619) in view of Fukuchi (4, 270, 720). 

7. Considering claim 3, Morgan et al fails to teach "a bracket according to claim 1 , 
characterized in that the ring-shaped part (5) has a serrated edge (1 1)." Fukuchi teaches ring- 
shaped part having a serrated edge [Figure 7, element 42]. It would have been obvious to one 
skilled in the art to combine the teaching of Morgan et al with Fukuchi for the purpose of having 
added a gear element to the bracket. 
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8. Considering claim 4, Morgan et al fails to teach "the circular part (9) has projecting 
parts (p') on that side of the element that is opposite the ring-shaped part (5), for holding the 
washer (5,9) in the hole." Fukuchi teaches a circular part that has a projecting part... opposite the 
ring-shaped part and is capable of holding a washer [Figure 7]. 

9. Considering claim 5, Morgan et al fails to teach " a click-adjustment (1 1 ,p) of the angle 
of rotation of the washer." Fukuchi is capable of having a click-adjustment with angular rotation 
of the washer [Figure 7]. It would have been obvious to one skilled in the art the combine the 
teaching of Morgan et al with Fukuchi for the purpose of having a way to indicate the position or 
tightness of the washer on the bracket. 

Conclusion 

1 . The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. Martin (5, 027, 494), Zimmerman (5, 695, 147), Kesselman et al (4, 949, 929), Ford 
(3, 247, 893), Mertens (5, 285, 764), Johnson (US 2007/0194188 Al), and Davie (1, 006, 183) 
all disclose aspects of the invention. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to ERIN SMITH whose telephone number is (571)270-7023. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Monday to Thursday 7:30am-5pm EST. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, J. Allen Shriver can be reached on (571)-272-6698. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained trom the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/ERIN W. SMITH/ 
Examiner, Art Unit 3632 

/J.ALLEN SHRIVERII/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 3632 



